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Location, incation Top and right, the Cape Graoe oooupes an
MDEMMMEJETE%UM?EMMM

Some trips offers the added bonus of
staying in the world's best hotels. Cape
Town's revamped Cape Grace is one of

them, reports Caragh McKay

i really o 18 L
yaursell o tevel in
aiyle — precious
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AT
A thal i exactly what being
part of & selevt group lour
offers: Hee best of everything,
fron Tight oplicns and
internal transfers, b exper

guides amnd, most important of
all. the most fabulous places o

sbay. And so i & lor anyone
considering travel o South
Africa this year {ousrently o
prime destination for tose
seching oul sunnier climes
and & hesartily cheering
caocluanyme rated for ey will
b nng e firsl 1o slay al
e mewly Eashboned Cape
Geenoe, one of Cape Town's
grandest addresses,
Everyone in Cape Town is
talkang absout Cape Grace,
whicl las helbd & prime
posalion o the cily’s Vicloma
& Alfred Waterlront for the
wist 13 years, Already a lim
meﬂc- with Britesh
travelbers, e hotel las
recently boen extensvely

e s ened.
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Thee alwsclute anfatlesis
of the “meutrals are best™
brigade, Weisellaumers
“muore 18 more” approach has
resulied in -:'rr'll.'d]l: 1 et
distanctive and individual
lovskang leoteds vou are ever
likedy tax stay in. 188 nol often
that an imerior designer is
given a [ree land bul that k=
exacily what He directors of
ther hwited offered & geeful
Weenselbaumer. Everyone
wants o coie i and have
i e i just o judae for
themsebes whedher their
gamble has paid off,

Katler than go down e
minimalist route that many
lsoteds feel they necd 1o take
wlien revampig today,
Wenselbaumer las conjured
up o walk-in story ook,
crealing A Warm, imating
and intrguing spoce Hhal
fedls tales of Cape Town's
maritime past bub which also
celebiates Ha position as a
mmisl-gee destination.
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Cargos ol silver, copper, silk,
porcelain and textiles were
brought to the city by trade
ships during its lime 0s &
by supply station for the
Dritch Enst Inglin Coampany
in the 1Tth cenfury. Tmla;v,
Weixelbhaumer has folbvved
suil, smatiering the holel's
reslpurants nng pablic rooms
with luxurious nntigquitics and
whyjels d'art. We cleared oul
the: Cope Towwn aection
roams,” mimits the designer,

Howewer, mining thee fuut
wils never going bo e the full
stary. Weixelbaumer knew that
for her vision b be o sucoess
shie needed bo imbue o sense
of Cape Town as it is foday -
n raphdly diveloping city
mhrru:ing mmi-cmilyut
every tum. “Rellecting that
freshness wos key,” she soys,
“Cape Town has nhaays had
n vibirnm crafis mmmunily:
s o creative hub [or those
warking in the npplicd arts”

It wis a1 naturml step, thisn,
for the designer to emplova
team of local artworkers -
mekalsmmiths,
painters,
ceramicists
nnel glass
designers =
nmil 1o bonst
her vision
with their
slcills il
ileas ns mway
ol bringir
hrranFirllaiin
the here
anel niw,

The result
is a "through
the: booking
glass"
EXperience
where nothing is quite os it
seems, (On closer inspection,
for instance, opulent glass
chnndelicrs are stuffed with
old ching cups, binds” nesls
anel ather curins: "People
either love them or hate
them,” offers one of the hotel
staff {thie minsd attentive and
hapgey | have ever, ever
experieneed) ns he entches
me: staringL, m somewhal
puzzled look on m"l! nce.

Beanstiful African bendid
haskets ling corridor walls,
while all the textiles in the
roms = whether wall
hangings, bedsprends or
rurtiing = show hand-painted
stories of their ovwn. Floral
influences also ahaund, and
theere: arc mony grophéc
references i the cly's
bodamical heritnge (0 visit

T theee city’s Kirslentwasch
Nalional Botanical Garden
is n mest),

The inspired blend of
marhli, metal and antigque
waood thit make up the
bathroams, mearshile, is the
epitome of modern luxse. And,
in Signal, the hatels flagship
restaurant (the hotel has apen
views of Signal Hill),
the designer hos added
a humorous louch with
snme highly
comleEmp
Fhiligpe Mﬁk
“Louis Ghost™

dininyg chairs.
Sul}-li i
the hatels
dedication 1o
Kiving visitors
i unigue
experienoe amd
n real sense of
plaece that not
o of Cape
Girace's 121
rivams is the
ST nlihnugh
OpENing your
rooan's French doars out on
1o Signal Hill om & Febraary
maorning, sunbeams dand
araund the glossy water in the
marina bekww, bets you know,
pretty proato, that the gre
sl-c'l'synlh:mmm A !1'|.'¢11I"|'Il1.rlaI
vy, The Turther benefit of
the hotel's position on the
waberfront makes it n suiln'ln]:,-
shylish hise from which to
explore the ety
Next year South Africa hosts
the World Cup, and Cape Town,
with its buzzing restaurants,
naitural wonders, winelands,
besiches and smart shops is
bownd bo attract the crowds,
Tight nowe, though, with
temperatires in the high
twenties mnd an wh.'mgc
rabe that will make you
jump for joy, ean you really
afford b wait ¥
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Top Labile The hclel's ebegirt Signal Reslawr

. A
Mational heritage Clackwe from i, desgn in the hober's bathroms,
celebrates South Africa’s hislory, ratural workd and exguite craftwork
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