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Create your own designs and choose your own colours
for a personal look

There might be thowsards of Bbiacs
o choose fom out them, bt oien
just the right cne mmens eusee

This usually applias 1o the
cholhes availaoke 10 us, DUt in this
instance the problem is easily
sobved by having an outlil specialky
iloned. Mow the same soluhon 1S
avallahle o decomEions

African Skalchbook & a smal
bt mapidy expanding Caps Town
company producing hand-peinted
fabrics 1o ceder dor upholsken
curdaining, bed linen &nd cushions

The anistic anthusiast behind
Afican Skelchbook  is Diana
Cheistian, whi rowesd om chathing
clesign to

gradusky

bedinen and then
irnved N
crealing indivicdusl, oneoff desions
for clients. i was at this nascent
nant in her business hal she el
mankiElng corsuiant Snne Thishston
a4 et anbval from Armenca
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becams

Anne 5avs she was (ust bl
Eway by what Dianzs was craling
and akso Dy e ruby indigenous
entreprensunal salit of the wentue.

¥ st can't gat the sama dagih
and teduns with printed Bbdcs” Sas
Anne “Addedd to this i the very
indiacdusl qualiy - e fact that you
can b Somesthing Cusionm M,
samething that is & fotal one-off
somisthing quie unigques’

Anne recalls how 3 Speciaily
cesigned fabnic added ousity and
intensst toa vanue The dub house
of @ cerlain goll course had been
clraped with florsl print, prety an
adequate. Diana, howmever, cresiod
a cesign hor fudhar uphalsteny &nd
cushions that depicied dehghifully
whimsica drawings
af goliers in phes-lours thal acdded
# new dirension 1o the intenors:

molouned

Ciame lodges ae also eages
clients for izbncs hal spealk of the
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bush and Africa through hiome-
QAT and not
highiy ssylised European design
Ciana cmeates all the designs,
bl says shie has honed @ sysiem
tnat i cistomised o such 2 oress

intemretations

rots level, thal with ondy a shor
period of raining her statt can
repieRte exacty what she has
dasigned. One of Fer siengihs is
seooanising potential ment and 25
= result Cians developed a feam
of artisks, mosl of whom have
worked with her for many vears.
Some of our febric peintsrs ae
exceplional here 5 no
difference &1 &l wnen the stencils
gre used in the design | have
crealed and whalt theey peoduce.”
Ihig capacly 1o franslate
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apphisticated designs with skill and
speed means clisnts don't heps o
walil long Bedwesn Concepton and
dedueny of the fabdc. Ay quantity of

fabric can be odesd - fmom a few
metes of curaining to hundreds of
rietres of uphobskeny s Desions
and colours ae honed to the dients
exact mauiremants and cienls’
dasigns an also Stosed Tor futuee
ondes, ready o be ecalled wnen

Faebrics can be prinked in drap
cnging s0 thes arm ne complicated
mnsais o womy sbout Borders, 10,
can bBe paired exacty whees they
are neecen] on each omp

The compeny's f[Ebics am
compstivety piced and ag often
maie cost-effective than imponed
fehics. Fes-hand painfing screan
printing, bleck penting  &nd
stencilling can be dons an any
fabeic, fram silks to limens, and

ngomous ety ansuns thal they
ane washabie, colour fast and mbust
enough 1o take the wicissitudes of
our local cimate.




GHOECOR

- —
1. Anne Thististon (left) discusess A project with Dizna Christian
and o of the arists in the factory.
2. Aowark of &t Thia hand painting imbues the iabnc with a depth
and individual guality that prints s o altain,
3. A& =zophisticated take on the Afican animal theme. Deep bondars
with moankays on the curains are repeated on the cushsons
4, [he pencuin thesme of Bhis ol duved 5 repeated an the
chair cushions I
5. Dwsigns for fabnc and passementzna
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